
Lower Putah Creek Terrestrial Wildlife Monitoring Program
2017 Landowner Report

Prepared for grids 4-32, all study sites, and all reaches of lower Putah Creek

Since 1997, UC Davis Museum of Wildlife and Fish Biology (MWFB) has been conducting surveys along lower
Putah Creek to monitor species composition, productivity, population dynamics, and habitat use by a variety of
terrestrial organisms. These data are used for basic research and to document status and trends of wildlife
populations and communities along the creek for conservation, habit¿t enhancement, and management purposes.

These surveys are included under the Putah Creek Accord and funded by the Solano County Water Agency.

We collect data from permanent study sites located along a linear array of one-mile-long grids extending from the

Interdam reach to the Yolo Bypass (Fig. l). For purposes of comparison, we have divided this stretch of lower
Putah Creek into three reaches: an Upper Reach upstream of I-505, a Middle Reach from I-505 downstream to
Pedrick Road, and a Lower Reach downstream of Pedrick Road. Data were obtained using avariety of survey
methods that enable us to compile species lists and track population changes through space and time.

Our data indicate that Putah Creek is an important riparian ecosystem and supports a large assemblage of flora
and fauna representative of California's Central Valley and Coast Range foothills. To date, we have recorded 251

species of birds, 40 species of mammals, and 15 species of amphibians and reptiles along the creek as a whole.

Table 1 contains avian data gathered from point count and transect surveys, breeding bird atlas surveys, mist
netting, nest box monitoring, and additional incidental sightings. Various rankings (eg. OB : observed (presence

only), PO : possible breeder, PR: probable breeder, CO : confirmed breeder) were assigned to species

according to their breeding status as inferred from behavioral cues. For example, a male singing in suitable habitat

during the breeding season would be deemed a Possible Breeder (PO) while a male with a female seen in suitable

habitat would be deemed a Probable Breeder (PR). An adult bird carrying nest material or food for young would
be considered a Confirmed Breeder (CO).

Table 2 contains mammal data obtained through various methods such as camera trapping, Sherman live trapping,

Sonobat bat surveys, track and scat surveys, and incidental sightings. Table 3 contains data on amphibians and

reptiles obtained through amphibian aquatic funnel trapping, reptile pitfall trapping, and incidental sightings.

For your report, we have also included incidental records derived from the Central Valley Bird listserve (code

"fNI"). These are records posted by other people about birds they have seen on Putah Creek that happen to fall into

our grids. They have not been collected by us, posted by us, or sanctioned by us in any way, but we include them

to create a fuller picture of the avifauna of the creek. (To avoid confusion, we coded these as simply observed
(OB) in the individual landowner reports.) For your reference, we have included atable of participating
landowners below so you will know to whom we sent the reports. We also sent complimentary reports to a few
landowners that don't host permanent study sites but have shown interest in our program or have provided extra

assistance to us (affiliates).
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Table of Participating Landowners

Landowner Landowner Type Grid Site Name (Site Code)

Yolo County Resource Mgmt: Sabatini,
Liddicoet, Yarris

Participating 4 Interdam (INTDM)

John and Melanie Pickerel Participating 7 &.8 Diversion Dam (DVDAM)

Dick, Sue, and Richard Harris Participating 8 Diversion Dam (DVDAM)

Mack Cody Participating 8 Diversion Dam (DVDAM)

Tony Morales Affiliate 8

Gerry and Carol Parker Participating 8&9 Oxbow(OXBOW)

Herb and Christine Wimmer Participating 8 &,9 Oxbow (OXBOW)

Stan and Kathy Mertz Participating 9 Oxbow (OXBOVi)

Michael Barbour and Valerie Whitworth Participating l0 Dry Creek Confluence (DRYCK)

Stan Lester Participating l0 Dry Creek Confluence (DRYCK)

Winters Putah Creek Park: Scianna Participating ll Vy'inters Putah Creek Park (WINTR)

Fred Ramos Affiliate 12 &. 13

Lisa Baker Participating t2&13 Yolo Housing Authority (YOLOH)

Dennis and Jessica Kilkenny Affiliate l3

John and Erin Hasbrook Affiliate 13

Sean and Craig McNamara Participating t3 &. t4 Center for Land-based Learning (CLBL)

UC Davis Putah Creek Riparian Reserve:
Fulks, Marie

Participating
l6-18 &
20-22

Russell Ranch (RUSSR), Picnic Grounds
(PICNC), OId Davis Rd (OLDDR)

Maureen Olander Participating l8 Stevenson's Bridge East (STVBR)

Manfred Kusch and Jamie Madison Participating l8&19 Stevenson's Bridge East (STVBR)

Mike and Dianne Madison Participating l8&19 Stevenson's Bridge East (STVBR)

Rick Martinez Affiliate 23-25

City of Davis: McNerney, Reynolds, Snyder Participating 26-28
Mace Boulevard North (MACEB), South Fork
Preserve and downstream easement

Los Rios Farms: Schmid, Jahn Participating 29-31
Los Rios Farms (LOSRF) and Putah Creek
Sinks (PUTCS)

Yolo Basin Wildlife Area: Stoddard Participating 30-32 Putah Creek Sinks/Yolo Bypass
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Lower Putah Creek
Resource Assessment Map

Grid Locations
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Table 1. Avian species observed along Lower Putah Creek (1997-2016)

Putah Creek Bird Species List

Common Name Scientific Nane
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Count 4 7 A 9 10 11 12 13 l4 15 16 17 l8 19 20 21 22 23 24 23 26 27 2A 29 30 31 32
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Anser albifrons

Chen cmagica

Chen caemlescens

Chen rossii

Branta hutchinsii

Branta canadensis

Cygnus columbianus

Aix galerimlata

Aix sponsa

Anas strepera

Anas americana

Anas platyrhynchos

Anas discors

Anas cyanoptera

Anas clypeata

Anß acuta

Aythya valisineria

Aythya collaris

Bucephala albeola

Bucephala clangtla

Bucephala islandica

Lophodl't es cucu I latus

Mergus merganser

Callipepla califomim

Gallus gallus

Phasimus colchicus

Pavo crisÍatus

Meleagris gallopavo

Podilymbus podiceps

Podiceps nigricollis

Ae c hmop homs occidenta I is

Columba livia

Greater White-ftonted Goose

Emperor Goose

Snow Goose

Ross's Goose

Cackling Goose

Canada Goose

Tundra Swan

Mandæin Duck

Vy'ood Duck

Gadwall

American Wigeon

Mallrd
Blue-winged Teal

Cimmon Teal

Northem Shoveler

Northem Pintail

Canvasback

Ring-necked Duck

Bufflehead

Common Goldeneye

Barrow's Goldeneye

Hooded Mergmser

Comon Mergmser

Califomia Quail

Red Junglefowl

Ring-necked Pheasant

Indian Peafowl

Wild Twkey

Pied-billed Grebe

Ered Grebe

Westem Grebe

Rock Pigeon
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Putah Creek Bird Species List

Common Name Scientific Name
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Patagioenas fasciata

Streptopelia decaocto

Zenaida macroura

Coccyzus americanus

Geococcyx califomimus

Chordeiles acutipmnis

P halaenopti lus nutt a I I i i

Chaetura vawi

Aeronautes süatalis

Archilochus aluandri

Calypte anna

Calypte costae

Selasphoms mfus

Selasphoms sasin

Selasphoms calliope

Rallus limicola

Gallinula galeata

Fulica americana

Antigone canadensis

Himantopus mexicanus

Recumirostra americma

Pluvialis squatarola

Plutialis fulva
C haradrius s em ipa lmatus

Charadrius vocifems

Numenius phaeopus

Numenius americmus

Calidris minutilla

Calidris mauri

Limnodromus s co I opaceus

Gallinago delicata

Bmd-tailed Pigeon

Eurasian Collared-Dove

Mouming Dove

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Greater Road¡unner

Lesser Nighthawk

Common Poorwill

Vaux's Swift

White-throated Swift

Black-chinned Hummingbird

Anna's Humrningbird

Costa's Hummingbi¡d

Rufous Hummingbird

Allen's Hummingbird

Calliope Hummingbird

Virginia Rail

Comon Gallinule

American Coot

Sandhill Crane

Black-necked Stilt

American Avocet

Black-bellied Plover

Pacific Golden-Plover

Semipalmated Plover

Killdeer

Whimbrel

Long-billed Curlew

Least Saldpiper

Westem Sandpiper

Long-billed Dowitcher

Wilson's Snipe
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Putah Creek Bird Species List

Common Name Scientific Name
Grid
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Actitis macularius

Tringa melanoleuca

Tringa flavipes

Chroicocephalus philadelphia

Larus delmarensis

Lams occidentalis

Lams califomicus

Larus argentatus

Lams thayeri

Lams glaucescens

Hydroprogne caspia

Stemaforsteri

Phalacrocoru auritus

P e I e canus eryt hrorhynch os

Botaums Imtiginosus

Ardea herodias

Ardea alba

Egretta thula

Bubulcus ibis

Butorides virescens

Nycticorü nyct¡cordx

Plegadis chihi

Catharles aura

Pandion haliaetus

Elmus leucums

Ha liaeetus I euco cep halus

Circus cyaneus

Accipiter st/iatus

Accipiter coopelii

Accipiter gentil¡s

Buleo linealus

Buteo swainsoni

Spotted Sandpiper

Greater Yellowlegs

Lesser Yellowlegs

Bonaparte's Gull

Rine-billed Gull

Westem Gull

California Gull

Hening Gull

Thayer's Gull

Glaucous-winged Gull

Caspian Tem

Forster's Tem

Double-crested Comorant

American White Pelican

American Bittem

Great Blue Heron

Greât Eget

Snowy Egret

Catde Egret

Green Heron

Black-cromed Night-Heron

White-faced lbis

Turkey Vulture

Osprey

white-tâiled Kite

Bald Eagle

Northem Hanier

Sharp-shimed Hawk

Cooper's Hawk

Northem Goshawk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Swainson's H¿wk
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Putah Creek Bird Species List
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Buteo jamaicensis

Bateo lagopus

Buteo regalis

Aquila chrysaetos

Tyo alba

Megascops kennicottii

Bubo virginimus

Glaucidium gnoma

Athene cuniillaria

Asio otus

Aegolius acadicus

Megaceryle alcyon

Melanerpes lewis

Melanerpes fomicivorus
Sphyrapicus varius

Sphyrapicus mber

Picoides nuttallii

Picoides pubescens

Picoides villosus

Colaptes auratus

Dryocopus pileatus

Caracara cheriway

Falco spanerius

Falco columbarius

Falco peregrinus

Falco mexicanus

Contopus cooperi

Contopus sotdidulus

Contopus virens

Empidonü traíllii

Empidonax minimus

Empidonu hammondii

Empidonm wrightii

Empidonm oberholseri

Empidonü dtfrcilis

Red-tailed Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk

Ferruginous Hawk

Golden Eagle

BamOwl

Westem Screech-Owl

Great Horned Owl

Northem þgmy-Owl
BmowingOwl

Long-eared Owl

Northem Saw-whet Owl

Belted Kingfisher

Lewis's Woodpecker

Acorn Woodpecker

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Red-breasted Sapsucker

Nuttall's Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Pileated Woodpecker

Crested Caraca¡a

American Kestrel

Merlin

Peregrine Falcon

Prai¡ie Falcon

Olive-sided Flycatcher

Western Wood-Pewee

Eastem Wood-Pewee

Willow Flycatcher

Least Fþatcher

Hammond's Flycatcher

Gray Flycatcher

Dusþ Flycatcher

Pacifi c-slope Flycatcher
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Sayomis nigriØns

Sayomis phoebe

Sayomis saya

Myiarchus cinerascens

Tyrannus vertimlis

Lmius ludovicianus

Vireo bellii

Vireo huttoni

Vireo cassinii

Vireo plumbeus

Vileo gilvus

Vireo olivaceus

Cyanocitta stelleil

Aphelocoma califomica

Pica nuttalli

Comus brachyrhlmchos

Comus coru

Eremophila alpestris

Prcgne subis

Tachycineta bicolor

Ta chy cineta tha las s ina

St e I gidopt eryx s enipennis

Riparia riparia

P et roche I idon pynhonota

Himndo mstica

Poecile mfescens

Baeolophus inomatus

Psaltripams minimus

Sittd canadensis

Sitta carolinensis

Certhia americana

Black Phoebe

Eastem Phoebe

Say's Phoebe

Ash-throated Flycatcher

Westem Kingbird

Loggerhead Shrike

Bell's Vireo'

Hutton's Vireo

Cassin's Vireo

Plumbeous Vireo

Warbling Vireo

Red-eyed Vireo

Steller's Jay

California Scrub-Jay

Yellow-billed Magpie

Americal Crow

Comon Raven

Homed Lrk

Puple Martin

Tree Swallow

Violet-green Swallow

No. Rough-winged Swallow

Bank Swallow

CliffSwallow

Bm Swallow

Chestnuçbacked Chickadee

Oak Titmouse

Bushtit

Red-breasted Nuthatch

White-breasted Nuthatch

Brown Creeper
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Troglodytes aedon

Troglodytes pacificus

Cistothorus palustris

Thryommes bewickii

Polioptila caerulea

Cinclus mexicanus

Regulus satrapa

Regulus calendula

Chamaeafasciata

Sialia mexicana

Myadestes townsendi

Catharus ustulalus

Cathams guttatus

Turdus migratorius

Ixoreus naevius

Dum et e I Ia caro linens is

Toxostoma redivivum

Oreoscoptes montanus

Mimus polyglottos

Stumus vulgaris

Bombycilla cedromm

Phainopepla nitens

Passer domesticus

Anthus mbescens

Haemorhous mexicanus

Haemorhous purpureus

Loxia cunirosta

House Wren

Pacific Wren

Marsh Wren

Bewick's Wren

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

American Dipper

Golden-cromed Kinglet

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Wrentit

Westem Bluebird

Tomsend's Solitaire

Swainson's Thrush

Hemit Thrush

Americm Robin

Vried Thrush

Gray Catbird

Califomia Thrasher

Sage Thrasher

Northern Mockingbird

European Starling

Cedar Waxwing

Phainopepla

House Spanow

American Pipit

House Finch

Purple Finch

Red Crossbill
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Spinus pinus

Spinus psaltria

Spinus lMrencei

Spinß lristis

C occot hraust e s v espert inus

Seiurus aurocapilla

P arke s ia nove b ora c en s is

Mniotilta varia

Oreothlypis peregrina

Oleothlypis celata

Oreothlypis mfcapilla

Geothlwis tolmiei

Geothlypis trichas

Setophaga mticilla

Setophaga americma

Setophaga petechia

Set ophaga p ensylv anica

Setophaga striata

Setophaga coronata

Setophaga nigrescens

Selophaga townsendi

Setop ha ga o c cident al is

Setophaga virens

Cardellina pusilla

Icteria virens

Pipilo chlomrus

Pipilo maculatus

Aimophila mJiceps

Melozone crissalis

Spizella passerina

Spizella pallida

Spizella breweri

Pooecetes gramineus

Chondesles grammacas

P ass ercu lus s andw ic hens i s

Ammodramus savmnamm

Passerella iliaca

Melospiza melodia

Melospiza lincolnii

Pine Siskin

Lesser Goldfinch

Law¡ence's Goldfinch

America Goldfinch

Evening Grosbeak

Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush

Black-and-white Warbler

Tennessee Warbler

Ormge-cromed Warbler

Nashville Wrbler

MacGilliway's Warbler

Comon Yellowthroat

American Redstart

Northem Pmla
Yellow Warbler

Ches¡rut-sided Wabler

Blacþoll Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Black-thrcated Gray Warbler

Townsend's Warbler

Hermit Waftler

Black-throated Green Warbler

Wilson's Wa¡bler

Yellow-breâsted Chat

Green-tailed Towhee

Spotted Towhee

Rufous-cromed Sparrow

Califomia Towhee

Chipping Spmow

Clay-colored Spanow

Brewer's Spanow

Vesper Spanow

Lark Spanow

Savmah Sparrow

Grasshopper Spanow

Fox Spanow

Song Spanow

Lincoln's Spmow

Museum of Wildlile and Fish Biologt I Dept. |IFCB I University of California, Davis I One Shields Ave, Davis, CA 95616 USA IO



Putah Creek Bird Species List

Common Name Scientilic Name
Grid
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Melospiza georgiana

Zonot richia a I b ico I li s

Zonotrichia leucophrys

Zonotr ic hia atricap i I I d

Junco hyemalis

Piranga mbra

Piranga ludoviciana

P heuct ¡cus ludovicianus

P heuct icus m e lano c epha I u s

Passerina caerulea

Passerina amoena

Passerina cyanea

Dolichonyc oryzivoms

Agelaius phoeniceus

Agelaius tricolor

Stumella neglecta

Xant hocep ha lus xmt hocepha lus

Euphagts cyano cep halus

Ouiscalus muicanus

Molothms ater

Icterus sryrius

Ictems cucullatus

Ictems bullockii

Ictems galbula

251

Swmp Spmow

White-thoated Sparrow

White-cromed Spanow

Golden-crowned Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco

Summer Tanager

Western Tanager

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Black-headed Grosbeak

Blue Grosbeak

Lazuli Bmting

Indigo Bunting

Bobolink

Red-winged Blackbird

Tricolored Blackbird

Westem Meadowlæk

Yellow-headed Blackbird

Brewer's Blackbird

Great-tailed Grackle

Brom-headed Cowbird

Orchard Oriole

Hooded Oriole

Bullock's O¡iole

Baltimore Oriole

TOTAI OB

TOTAL PO

TOTAL PR

TOTAL CO

TOTAI iN

SPECIES TOTAL

Nomenclature follows The American Omithologists' Union, 2016.
OB:observed; POaossible breeder; PRlobable breeder; CO:confimed breeder; IN=incidental record from Central Valley Bird listserue-
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Table 2. Mammals observed along Lower Putah Creek (1997-2016)

Scientific Name

Nomenclature follows "Revised Checklist of Nodh American Mammals North of Mexico, 2014" Bradley et âl 2014.

Í}POSSI IMS - IIIIIF"I,PI{lTlA E
Virsinia Opossum DidelDhis vilsiniono X X X X X X X X X
IIARES AND RABBITS - LEPORIDAE
Blacktailed Jackabbit Lepus cali{omicus X x X X X X X X X X X X
l)eserf Cottontâil Svlvilaøts or¡hhonii X X X X X X x X X X X X
SHREWS- SORICIDAE
Omate Shrew Sorcx omalus x X X X
MOLtrS_TALPIDAE
Broad-footed Mole Scapanus latimanus X X X X X X XX. X X
FREE.TAILED BATS _ MOLOSSIDAE
Brazilian Free-taile¡l Raf Tadarida brasiliensis X X XXiXX]
VOSPNR RATS - VESPNRTII,TÍ}NIIìAN
Ris Rrown Baf Eptesicus fuscus X X
Wesfem Red Bat Lasiums blossevillii X X X
Hoârv Bât Losium cinereß X X X
Yùmâ Mvofis Mvotìs úrmanensis X X X X X
DOGS AND FOXES _CANIDAE
Coyote Canis Iatrans X:X X XXX XX XXX
Common Gray Fox Urocyon cin ereoarpent eus X X X
Sacramento Vallev Red Fox Vulþes vulpes patwin X X X X X X X X
CATS-FELIDAE
Domestic Câf IFERALI Felis calus X X X X X x X x X
Bobcat Lvre mfus X X X X X X
Mountain Lion Puma concolor X x X X X X X X x X
SKUNKS_ MEPHITIDAE
St¡ine¡l Skrrnk Mcnhitis menhiÍis x x x X X X X x X X X
WÍ"ASEI,S. I)TTF"RS^ ANII BAD(IF"RS _ MIISTRI,TDAE
Northem River OÍer Lontra Cona¡lensis X X X x X X X X x X X X X X
Arnerican Mink Vison vison X X X X X X X X X
American Badser Tüidea tüus x X
RACCOONS - PROCYONIDAE
Nofhem Raccoon Procvon lotor X X X X X X X X X X X X
BEARS-URSIDAE
American Black Bear ( Irsus americanus X X X X
DDER-CDRVIDAE
Rlâck-tâiled Deer Odocoileut hcmionls x X x X X X X X
PI(}S _ SIIIDAE
Wild Roar Sus scrofa X
BEAVERS - CASTORIDAE
A¡nerican Reave¡ Caslor ¿anadensi.t x X X X X X X X X X X X X
NEWWORLD MICE. RATS. AND VOLES - CRICETIDAE
Califomia Vole Microtus califonicus X X X X X X X X X
Dusky-footed Woodrat Neoloma fuscipes X
Common Muskat Ondatra zibethicus X X X X
North American Deermouse Peromyscus maniculatus X X X X
Westem Hawest Mouse Re it hrodont omvs m e pa lot i s X X X X X X X X
NEW IVORLD PORCUPINES - ERETHruONTIDAE
Nort h American Porcuoine Erethizon dorsdtum
POCKET GOPHERS - GEOMYIDAE
Botta's Pocket Gooher Thomomvs bottoe X X X X X
OLD WORLD MICEAND RATS_ MURIDAE
House Mouse Mus musculus X X X X X X X
Norwâv Rat Raltus norvepicus x X X
Black Rat Rottus raltus X X X X X X X x X X X X X X

Caliti¡mia Ground Souinel O tos ne r m o oh i lus b ee c hev i X x X x x X xrx X x X X xrx
Eastem Grav Souinel Sciums carolinensis X x
Westem Grav Souinel Sciums øilseus x x x X X X x Xx X X X X
Eastem Fox Souinel Sciurus niset x X X x x x xX X X
spnñrns Tô'rÁr 10 )Ã 'r) 1r )^ t5 1Á ),4 31 20 30 2). ).(l l5 l3
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Table 3. Amphibians and Reptiles observed along Lower Putah Creek (1997-2016)

ã¡FE v FB s ãF ãË Z H

LIJNGLESS SALAMANDERS - PLETHODONTIDAE
Califomia Slender Salamander B atrachose p s atte nuatus X X X
TRUE TOADS - BUFONIDAD

X XCalifomia Toad A naryrus b oreas halop hi lus

TREEFROGS-HYLIDAE
Pseudacris sierra X X X X X X X X X X X XSienan Treefrog

TRUE FROGS-RANIDAE
American Bullfroe Li tho bate s cate s b e ianus X X X X X X X X X x x X X
BOX AI\D BASKING TURTLES - DMYDIDAE

X ixlNorthem Westem Pond Turtle :Actinemys marmorata X X iX
Trache mys scr ip ta e le gans X XiX ]X ;x,xiRed-eared Slider

ALLIGATOR LIZARDS AND ALLIES - ANGUIDAE
iXNorthern Allieat or Lizar d El4aria coerulea

X X XSouthem Alligat o¡ Lizard Elgaria multicarinata

SPINY LIZARDS AND ALLItrS - PTTRYNOSOMATIDAE

Westem Fence Lizard S ce lop orus o ccidentali s X x x x X X X X X X X X X X
SKINKS _ SCINCIDAE
Gilbert's Skink Plestiodon gilberti X
COLUBRID SNAKES - COLUBRIDAE

C o lube r c ons tric tor m ormon XìWestem Yellow-bellied Racer

XCalifomia Kingsnake Lamprop e ltis californiae X
X X XGopher Snake Pituophis catenifer

Aquatic Gartersnake Thamnophis atratus x
VIPERS - VIPERIDAE

X X XNorthem Pacifi c Rattlesnake C ro talus ore ganus ore ganus

7 4 4 7 5 J 6 6 4 6 4 6 4 4SPECIES TOTÀL 15

Nomenclature follows California Herps 2016.

Pallid Bats. Photo: Andy Engilis Jr. Yellow Warbler- Photo: Andy Engilis Jr
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